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ideas. Creation, preservation, and dissolution
are believed to be the eternal functions of the
Godhead. God the Creator is called Brahma
in the Pur&nas.

Vishnu, once a name of the invigorating
sun, is the second person of the Hindu Trinity,
the sustainer and protector of the universe.
He represents the life force incarnate in ten
avat&rs or saviours of whom Kama, the
destroyer of evil (Havana), and Krishna, the
wise counsellor of Arjun, are the two most
revered.1 Last of all, Shiva, an old Vedic
appellation of the dreaded thundercloud which
works destruction, but at the same time
purifies the air and revives Nature, has
become the presiding deity of death and
resurrection.

The creation of the world is a thing of the
past, and accomplished facts do not particularly
arouse the interest of the masses. That is
the reason why the worship of Brahma has
fallen into disuse in India. Few Brahma
temples survive; the best - known is near
Ajmere in Eajputana. The cult of Shiva, on
the other hand, enjoys great popularity, the

1 Latin ab (from) corresponds to Sanskrit wca, and
trans (beyond) to tar. Avatar means "from beyond"
the skies, heaven-descended.